
Using Digital Cameras to Highlight 
Multilingual Family Experiences

Connecting Home Experiences 
with Literacy Learning



As a Result of the Mini Innovation Grant Funding:

● Seven digital cameras 
were purchased

● 27 Active Multilingual 
Learners at HWES  
were invited to 
participate in the 
project



Steps Taken:
After families elected to participate 
with the project, students:

1. Learned to use digital cameras 
at school

2. Took photographs at home 
3. Selected their favorite 

photographs/subject matter

4. Returned the cameras for      
photograph printing

5. Took printed photographs home 
to share with families

6. Returned photographs with 
captions written in home languages 
to school  



Students were asked to photograph:

My favorite place

An activity that I enjoy

A holiday that is special to me

A tradition that I love

Something that I am proud of

Other

Note Sent Home to Families 
in Their Requested 
Language



Before Taking Home a 
Camera, Students Learned:



As a Result of the Mini Innovation Grant Funding:
# of Families to Participate 14

# of Students to Participate 18

Languages Represented within 
Project

Bengali, English, Pashto, Spanish, 
Tagalog (Filipino), Urdu

Images >30

# of interactions between school 
and home

>60

# of multilingual literacy exchanges 
between students and parents

>30



Examples of Originals Returned to the School:

Parents, students, and translation 
apps helped to translate the 
multilingual text.



Examples of Formatted Pages for the Book to Gift to 
Families:



Examples of Formatted Pages for the Book to Gift to 
Families:



Examples of Formatted Pages for the Book to Gift to 
Families:



Next Steps
Students: 

● Will take a printed copy of the book home as an end of year gift.
● Are already asking to repeat the project next year.

Thank you for your support!


